The uptake of HIV and syphilis testing in a nurse-delivered service during Gay Pride events.
Novel HIV testing strategies may improve the uptake of the test. The aim of the present study was to investigate the uptake of HIV testing during Birmingham Pride events in 2009 and 2010. The project was a collaboration between Whittall Street Clinic and Healthy Gay Life. This was a nurse-delivered service that was offered for nine hours each day during the events (total of 36 hours in two years). The OraSure™ assay for HIV and syphilis testing was used. A total of 405 men visited our marquee during the 2009 (n = 201) and 2010 (n = 204) events. A total of 398 (98%) men accepted HIV testing during the events in 2009 and 2010. Six men (1.5%) were HIV-positive, an incidence of 37.7 cases per 10,000 persons perday. The uptake of syphilis testing was similarly high; 390 (96%) individuals agreed to be tested and one (0.5%) patient was diagnosed with syphilis. The uptake of HIV testing during the Pride event was high. Pride events provide a unique opportunity for testing undiagnosed HIV-infected patients. HIV testing should be provided in other cities during Pride events.